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By John ¥. Frey* 


PREF ATORY NOTE 


This paper presents one of a series of digests of foreign mining legisla- 
tion and court decisions which is being prepared in advance of a general report 
relative to the right of American citizens to explore for minerals and to own and 
operate mines in various foreign countries, This internretation of the laws of 
British Africa, prepared from the best available information in Washington, has 
been slightly modified in accordance with suggestions submitted by Ralph J. Totten, 
American Consul General at Capetown, and Glenn A. Abbey, American Vice Consul at 
Johannesburg, transmitted through the courtesy of the Department of State. 
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ANALYSIS OF LAW 


British Africa as a whole is relatively open to American mining operations, 
By treaty, Americans have the same rights as British citizens in the Mandate of 
Cameroon, Togoland, and East Africa. In the Gold Coast, Ashanti, Nyasaland, and 
Nigeria no aliens are granted the right to explore for or exploit mineral oils; in 
Rhodesia diamond mining (excepting alluvial) is a monopoly of the DeBeers 
Consolidated Mining Corporation; and in Nigeria there is a discriminatory duty on 
the export of tin. In all the rest of British Africa, although exploring or min- 


ing is nowhere free, there is no apparent legislative or administrative discrimina- 
tion against citizens of the United States. 


Americans in common with South Africans and all other nationals are 
practically prohibited from prospecting or digging for diamonds, but this is be- 
cause the Government, pursuing the policy of stabilizing the industry, will not 
issue the necessary licenses if it can possibly avoid doing so. The mining laws 
of the Union of South Africa have not been consolidated, and the laws passed by the 
various Colonial Governments are in force in the various provinces. There are no 
restrictions, legislative or administrative, in force in the Union that apply to 
aliens and not to nationals. Although the Government allows the diamond companies 
practically to control the mining of diamonds, this control has been acquired 
progressively over a number of years and is not a granted monopoly. 


1 The Bureau of Mines will welcome reprinting of this article but requests that 
the following footnote acknowledgment be used: "Printed by permission of the 
Director, U. S. Bureau of Mines. (Not subject to copyright. )" 

& Associate mineral economist, U. S. Bureau of Mines, Washington, D. C. 
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The Transvaal 


The right of mining for and disposing of all precious metals is vested in 
the State; the ownership of, and the right of mining for and disposing of base 
metals is vested in the owner of ‘the land... (The Precious and Base Metals Act, 
1908 (No. 35 of 1908) with amendments, art. 1.) State land is not open to pros- 
pecting until the Minister of Mines declares it to be open. (Ibid. art. 10. (2). ). 
There is no expressed discrimination in the iam _—— citizens of the United 
States. Prospecting is not free. gf 


Unless the prospector is the owner of the land, a prospecting permit is 
required and can be issued to any white person of the age of 16 years or upward 
(ibid. art. 14 (1) ), and is in force one year (ibid., art, 14 (2)). The dis- 
covery of any mineral must be reported to the Mining Commissioner. If the Minister 
of Mines is satisfied that a genuine discovery has been. made and that there is 
reasonable ground to believe that precious metals exist in payable quantities on 
State lands, he will give the prospector a notice to peg outa claim (ibid., ‘sec. 
17, 18, and: 19). If the discovery occurs on private land, he may proclaim. the land 
for public. digging, and thc ovmer of the. mineral rights has to select one or two. 

_ areas called a "mynpacht" (ibid., sec. 20). The Governor may . declare. the whole or 
any portion of proclaimed iand open to . the. public. for pegging, he may lease to any. 
person the exclusive right to mine the. precious metals, or he may,. with the sanc— 
tion of Parliament, establish-a State mine (ibid. , sec. 26 to 30). In the case of 
precious metals, as soon as machinery has been used for crushing or the treatment 
of ore, or a claim has been sufficiently developed to permit the extraction of ore, 
. the license holder must. convert his prospecting license into a.digger's license 
whether on State or private land (ibid. , sec. 40 (3) }. Upon the Public Diggings 
open to pegging, any white person not under 16 years of age may get a permit, good 
for one month, to peg out from one to fifty claims (ibid., sec, 32). The occupier 
of a claim has to pay a monthly fee for his license to dig. The Governor has-the 
power to lease any portion of open. proclaimed land. Notice. and calls for: applica : 
tion for grant of a lease are made. The conditions of the lease are laid down in 
the law which provides that the necessary | capital. mist be available, that the min- 
ing shall be »roperly done, and that rent and. royalties must be paid (ibid. , sec, 

1 toll). No royalties are paid on gold, except on leased land. Royalties, how- 
ever, are ae on’ dase metals. (Ibia., sec, 121.) 3 | 


On. discovering base metals and peer ee ae the mining examiner-. that they 
exist in payable quantities, a prospector is entitled to peg 100 claims on either. 
crown or public land free of license money, and also a digger on proclaimed ground 
of any sort is entitled to 100 base metal. claims, as contracted with.the allowance 
of 50 claims for precious metals. The claim fee in the case of base metals is very 
low, being 1 penny per month per claim for —_s first year and 6 pence per month per 
claim for any other succeeding year. » os 


With respect to- precious stones, any white male inhabitant over 18 years of 
age. is entitled to take out a license to prospect for precious stones on State land 
The license may be renewed indefinitely, and the prospector has the right to ex- 
plore a "prospecting area" for one month (The ‘Precious Stones Ordinance, 1903, with 
amendments, sec. 4). On private land the owner may prospect without: a license. but 
must give notice of his intention to the District Registrar, The prospector may 
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prospect with the consent of the owner (ibid. , sec, 7), Discoveries must be re- 
ported to the. Dist xict Registrar (ibid. , sec, 8). The discoverer of alluvial 
diamonds, whether on Government’ or private land, is entitled to select 50 claims 
in one block; following the ‘discoverer, the owner is entitled to select the next 
200 clains’ (ibid,, sec. 41 and 42)’. The Precious Stones Act of 1927 hasset ub a 
restriction on the quantity of output of ‘alluvial diamonds. . The Government has - 
been revested with the mineral rights of several hundred farms in the Cape Province 
which are owned under’ freehold. The Government contends that the success and 
stability of the: diamond industry are dependent’ upon monopoly. «Phe Minister of 
Mine's determines the maximum quantity and value of precious stones which may be: re- 
covered from the alluvial fields. When: this determined quantity has been exceeded 
or is likely to be exceeded, he may, by proclamation, (a) forbid the issuing of | 
further digger's certificates, (bd) stop the issuing of claim licenses, (c) declare 
that no further land be proclaimed as alluvial digging; and (ad) prohibit prospect- 
ing either on Government or private land’ {e) ) ‘restrict ‘the output ; (f) prohibit 
the subdividing of parceled land in proclaimed of-about to be proclaimed area in 
order to multiply the number of ‘owners! claims, and (g) ‘prohibit the combination 
of two or any mudber of claims under one management . It should be observed that 
this is a national law and applies “to all provinces, The Minister of Mines is 


given ‘the power to declare that no claim holder may employ more than 20 adalah d ‘in 
Working an alluvial clain. | 


.. Ms OS ro -_ | ‘Orange Free State |: 


" Brecious Stones: - The Pe ‘to re is confined to white persons over 
the age of 15 years (x ining of Precious Stones Ordinence, 1904, sec. 11 (2) ); 
The landowner may prospect without license if he gives notice of his inténtion: to 
the Resident Magistrate (*bid., sec.°1l), but as socn as he. ‘prospects ' or grants | 
permission to others to prospect, the Government may proclaim his land as an 
alluvial digging, mine, or prospecting area (ibid., secs. 1 and 2). The 
Lieutenant-Governor has the. power to’ grant a license.-to prospect on State land for 
precious stones, The discovery of precious stones must be reported (ibid., sec. 
14). If discovery is made on Staté land, ‘the discoverer is entitled to not more 
than an undivided half-share in the mine if proclaimed (ibid., sec. 15) and the 
owner to an undivided: one-fifth, In the event of’ discovery by -the owner, he- is 
entitled so. six-teriths. The ane owns the remainder in a case. 


' After an alluvial iad — hada eeeitdial “a the discoverer iad owner 
have taken their claims, the remainder is available for pegging by license. <Any 
White person over the age of 1@ is entitled to: 7) license vy the payment of a 
monthly fee (ibid, secs, (8S, 0, and #6) 
ei ‘The State has no provrietory right in. ie proclaimed itatean mines (e.g. 
beiatdtentats and Koff. foatein), nor of the unprociaimed existing: mines (e.g. Lace, 
“Orange Free State, New sriekopjes, Monastery, and Estate diamond); However, they - 

ieaedd pay: ‘the State a arti — or tax on each Claim tae , secs, 60 and - 61. ) 
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Snecinus Metals: - The owner ‘of. pore ‘land may ,° by giving notice of. his 
intention, prospect without license; but if he prospects or: ‘permits: others to 
“prospect, his land may be proclaimed as a public digging (Mining ° of Precious 
Metals Ordinance, 1904, secs. 1,2, and 3). A prospecting license is required of 
all others. A license is: granted to-any white person and is kept in force by pay- 
ment of a monthly fee (ibid:; secs. 18:and 19). The Lieut enant- Governor has the 
power to grant the. right: to prospecton State land to any company’ or person on 
- such terms as he may deem’fit (ibidi; sec. 22), Upon the discovery of precious 
metals in payable quantities on private or State-lands, the Lieutenant-Governor 
has the power to proclaim'such land as a public* digging (ibid., sec. 30). Both 
the owner and discoverer ‘have. prior rights in pegging claims. The discoverer of 
an alluvial field on State’ land holds his claim free of license money (ibid., sec, 
46). The owner of land on which’ an. alluvial field has been discovered is free of 
license fees if the minérals have not béen: reserved to the State (4bid. , sec, 47). 
A. license to pég out claims | ‘on & public digging may be issued to any person of | 
European descent and over’ the age of 18 yéars by payment of license fee (ibid,, 
sec, 54). Where ore is crushed by machinery, the monthly license fee is greater 
. than where machinery ‘is not used (ibid., sec. 61). Claims may be transferred 
(ibid., sec, 84). If claims are not properly worked, the claim is forfeited. 
(Ibid., Secs. 88 and 89). 


Base Metals:- Any white person with is consent of the owner of private 
“land may prospect for base minerals including petroleum, by obtaining a prospecting 
license (fees due monthiy) from the Resident Magistrate. The owner requires no 
license (Mining of Base Metals Ordinance, 1904, Sections 1, 2, and 3), Discovery 
must be reported (ibid., sec. 8). On State te ands, prospecting is permitted under 
conditions laid down in the license by the Lieutenant-Governor (ibid. , sec, 5), 

ca minimum royalty is fixed . ae 


Cape of Good Hope (including Bechuanaland) 


Precious iiaiain. No person other than an owner may prospect for precious 
metals without taking out a license (Precious Minerals Acts, No. 31 or 1898, and 
No. 45 of 1905, sec. 59), but the only requirement of an applicant for a license 
to prospect on State or —— land is that he be a person of legal age and of 
good ¢haracter (ibid., sec. 4). The ‘license is in force one year (9b9d., sec. 5). 
The holder of a license has the. right to peg out an exclusive prospecting area on 
all unoccupied State land (ibid., sec. 7) and, witn the owner's permission, to 


‘ prospect on private land (ibid., sec. 6). The prospector must report the discover 


of any minerals to the Government (ibid., sec. 12). The prospector who makes a dis: 
covery of precious minerals in payable quantities on either reef or alluvial 
diggings is entitled (on-proclamation) to pez owt a larger number of claims (ibid, 
sec, 14 to 16, and 78 to 81). The owner of the land ina reef digging is entitled 
to a large number of claims or a lease (ibid., sec. 64), and if on alluvial diggin 
to a large number of claims (ibid., sec. 107). If the digging is proclaimed, the 
owner is entitled to three-fourths of the license money collected by the Governmen 
on his land, and if leased, tc one-half the rents and royalties (ibid., secs. 63 
. and 106). Failure to work a claim leads to an increase in license fees (ibid, 
sec, 48) and in 12 weeks to a proclamation of abandonment (ibid., sec. 54). All 
holders of claims pay license-fses or rent and reyalties. The Governor has the 
authority--to grant leases on any abandoned diggings. (Ibid., sec. 55 and 99). 


~—— 
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Base Minerals:- The prospector wno proves that he has found workable 
quantities of base minerals. on. State land is entitled to a lease for one year with 
the right of further renewal. Jie rent is ‘prescribed... There is no law dealing 
with base metals on ‘private’ property, the title of which contains, a. eee of 
minerals in favor of the State. = : | 

- Precious Stones: "No person other than an. owner. may: : prospect. Rhee, a 
out a license, A license entitles the holder to prospect on all unoccupied 
Government land open to prospecting throughout the Province and to peg out a pros- 
pecting area over which he has the exclusivé right to prospect so long as his 
license is in force. The holder of, a prospecting license may also propsect on pri- 
vate: ‘Land. with the consent. of the owner. and. subject to such terms and conditions 
as he: may nppse. In the event of a discovery he is bound to notify the Government, 


7 prospector who prov: 3 to the | sdietact ion of. the civil Commissioner that 
he has discovered precious stones in payable. Quantities in a new mine on Government 
land is entitled to. an undivided half share. in such mine on its being proclaimed. 
If the discovery is on. orivate land the dis scoverer is entitled to an undivided one- 
fourth share and the. owner ‘to a similar share . in the mine. The discoverer. and: the 
owner: of: the land become joint and not several proprietors of the shares of the. 
mine to which. they are entitled.. | Should neither the discoverer nor owner wish to 
work the mine, thé Gove mor-Genéral may call for tenders for the working of it, 
sub ject to. such conditions AS . may be agreed. upon between the Dcicidid caciaiaiaiiaies and 
the parties holding. shates in the mine, - _ es _ 


‘A prospector who proves to the ‘satisfaction , of the Civil Ceemrer eet that 
he has found precious stones in payable quantities, receives a certificate enti+ 
tling hin, prior to the allotment of any .other :claims.in the digging, to peg off 
20 claims’ free of licénse money ‘apon ‘the. proclamation of the groynd where the dis- 
covery was made as an alluvial digging. . If an alluvial digging is proclaimed on 
private land | ‘the owner is entitled, after. the prospector has selected his claims, 
‘to peg off ‘50 ‘Claims and hold them ‘free, of License charges. If such ower is also 
the discoverer he is éntitl ed t.6 the discoverer's claims as well... After the dis- 
Coverer and owner have selected their claims any certificated miner may peg off 
one Claim on the area proclaimed,. if available, and. after a lapse . of seven days 
may peg off a further five claims. ‘The ‘License fee Yor.a claim is.5 shillings per 
month, In order to becomie, a certificated miner a person has to satisfy. the .. 

authorities that hé is a fit and proper person to be registered as. a claimholder . 
and is of good character. ‘The ownér of land which is proclaimed an alluvial dia- 
mond digging is entitled to receive from the public revenue as compensation for 
any surface damage he may sustain, half. of the license moneys, rents, and royalties 
collected in respect of such digging. 


“The: law snovhiiaa’ for the erpriting of leases toni — purpose an dredging. and 
sluicing in any public river of which’ the, bed is not. vested in any private individ- 
ual, and in respect of which ordinary alluvial. mining acn not be carried on. Such 
leases are granted for periods of three. years,. renewable from time to time;: and - 
the area leased must not exceed 4 miles. ‘in. length.. The: rent charged is 5. one’, 
per mile per annum for the first year, end a royalty of 1 pound per cent on the 
amount realized by the sale cof the precious stones won during the second and 
ucceeding years, 
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Under the conditions of a treaty between the United States ait Great. 
Britain (Feb. 10,-1925) nationals of the United States are on the same footing as 
British nationals in being ensured of freedom of navigation and, complete economic, 
commeréial, and industrial equality in Nyasaland.. Concessions for the development 
of the natural resources of the territory shall be granted on the same basis, and 
no concession having the character of a general monopoly shall be granted. 


Tanga nyil ka (Protectorate 


Before any person may prospect po gold, precious ‘stones, or minerals, he 
must obtain a prospecting license (The Mining Ordinance, 1920, secs. 3 and 4). 

_ Any person not under the age of 21 years may obtain a prospecting license, whether 
a British subject or not, and whether a European or not (ibid., sec, 8 (1) Vea 
Except on land excluded from prospecting (ibid., séc.. 9), the prospector may 
search, peg out, and occupy a claim (ibid,., sec. 10), which must. be..registered, 
Althoueh a i eeense will not be granted-to a partnérship or corporation, it will be 
issued to an individual as agent (The Mining Regulations, 1921, amendment , L922, 
sec, 4A). The holder of a prospecting License. may apply for authority to prospect 
on any land excluded from prospecting. and occupation, ‘and the Governor may grant: 
such authority on such terms as to area, duration,. rent, ‘and conditions as he. 
thinks fit (The Mining Ordinance, 1920, sec..12. (a) ). On discovery, the holder 
of the authority may be called upon to apply for a lease (ibid., sec..12 (b) ). 

The discovery of payable gold, precious..stones, or minerals must be reported (ibid 
sec, 34), No mineral produced in prospecting may be sold (ibid. , sec,.21), A” 
lease is necessary bo 1 mine for sale. . : Mag. we 


The right to all minerals _ is iekten in the Shenae: who may erank. annie? 
(ibid., sec. 22). While the law prescribes. certain limits, within those limits... 
the Governor fixes the area, rent, royalty, and labor conditions (ibid., sec.:. 25, 
26 and 27). The lease may not exceed.20 years, but is renewable (ibid., sec... 29). 
If special conditions make it necessary, the Governor may change the rene eee of 
a lease in order to make it workable (ibid., sec, res - : 

“According to The Oil Mining Ordinance, 1922, the Governor may, if he. 
thinks fit, grant licenses. to prospect, or leases to wim, mineral oils to such 
persons, over such areas, and on such conditions as he may deem expedient (ibid, , 
sec, 4). -The Governor may, if he thinks fit, make regulations in connection with 
the mineral oil mates industry, (Ibid., sec. 5). 


Zanzibvar 


A license: is required for prospecting (The Minerals Decree, I925, sec, 3). 
The British Resident may issue a license to prospect’ on public land to any male. 
person over the age of 21 years subject to such conditions as he may see fit; save 
as may be expressly stated in the licerfse, the licensee shall have no right or.: 
interest in any minerals which he may discover in the course of prospecting under | 
such license (ibid.', sec, 4). The owner of land is also required to have a | 
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license. (ibid., sec. 5). The discovery of minerals must be reported (ibid., sec, 7%, 
The British Resident may specially authorize any person to prospect on any land in 
the Protectorate (ibid., sec, 8), and he may issue a’ mining: license to any person 
(ibid., sec. 9). In the event of the discovery cf any mineral on public land, the 
British Resident may take such measures as he may. think fit for developing. the 

same; may sell, lease, or otherwise dispose of such mineral ; and may award the dis— 
coverer with remuneration or privileges, ns: , SEC. — : 


Kenya 


Prospecting anc mining on State land are permitted by virtue of (a) pros- 
pecting license, (b).sold exploration license, (c) protection area, (d) registered © 
claim, or (e) mining lease. or coal lease. (The Mining Ordinance, 1925, sec. 18)- 

To have an interest in any one of these, a nerson must: ‘not be under 16 years of | 
age (ibid., sec, $6). A prospecting license, sood for -a year, authorizes prospect- 
ing for minerals other than oil, to peg claims, and acquire protection areas (ibid, 
sec. 17, 19 and 23). The protection area is the area (the size is defined) marked . 
off by the prospector, in mates he fas tne a — to Ea ok (Ibid, 
sec. 30 | | a a 


There Sieaitutsy large areas are nenieull for large- ene prospecting, 
application is made fox a sole exoloration license. The grant of sucn a license, 
which is in the nature of a concession, is a watter within the discretion of the 
Governor, who considers the public i aadicasce lh or tia ut ew of the E REennee 
ae (ibid., secs, 25 - 29). | : 


The license holder eee the right: bs developmental work he | 
pegging out and registering a claim;.any number of claims may be held by the same 
person (ibid., secs, 36 and 47), The Gimensions are established by law (ibid., 
sec, 34), The minima work to. be. done on a claim is also. ‘prescribed (ibid,, sec. 
44)... No mineral may be. disposed of (ibid., sec. 46) without a lease for cena the 
oer holder has certain preferential rights Renney » Sec, (38). : 


| Mining leases for which the maximum area is ‘def ined — for coal which 
is at the Governor's discretion) are for a term of 10 years, with a proviso for | 
renewal (ibid,, secs, 49 - 52), The rent, royalties, and labor conditions are 
defined in the law. (TIbid., secs. 53 - 55), en i 


| If the prospector enters private land to prospect’ or peg out a claim, he 
may be required to deposit fees or enter into a bond to compensate the owner for 
losses or damages, (ibid,, secs. 60 - 62), and no lease will be granted until the 
Government is satisfied that compensation has been paid by the applicant to the 
landowner (ibid., sec. 63 (1) ). No claim for common minerals may be pegged with- 
out the consent of the owner of £ the. land. | Obid., sec, 65 (2). ). 


Concerning ee ~ The Governor-in-Council may make regulations to pro- 
vide for. the granting cf licenses or leases to prospect and mine for oil and for 
the effective control of any rights granted, (Oil Production, Ordinance, 1924, 

Bec. 7), All licenses and leases shall be granted: only ‘on implied agreement by the 
licensee and lessee with the following: (a) That His Majesty's Governmerit shall 
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have the. right: of eee at eursent commercial. . prices of all ‘opade ‘oil. ‘won |. 


from the area concerned and of all products of refining or treatment of. ‘such oil; 
(b) that inthe event ‘of war, whether His Majesty's Government is involved” or not, 
the Governor, on benalf of His Majesty, shall have power to take control of the . 
works and plant in. the area granted or to take control of any refinery or stores 
of Oil; (c) that the Governor shall -have the power to regulate the site of any 
refinery or place of storage of oil in the cclony and Protectorate of Kenya (ibid. 
sec, 8), An exploratior. license shall be for such term and subject to such condi- 
tions as the Governor may direct, and shail be for a maximum term of one year. It 


_ Imay be renewed '{ibid., sec. 5). It confers upon the. licensee the preferential 


right to apply for an oil prospecting license (ibid., sec. 9), The Commissioner 


.of. Mines may, with the approval cf the Governor, grant oil prospecting licenses 


for not: more than three years (ibid., secs, 14 and 21). The oil prospecting 


' license confers. the sole right of prospecting for oil (ibid., sec. 17). The 


holder of the license fond permitted, to.remove and use 100 tons of oil for further 
prospecting or mining /ibid.., sec,.- -19),. He may: sell. or export the oil from the 
area by permission of “he: Governor. subject to the.. payment of royalties (ibid., 
sec, 20), The Governor may grant oil leases to the holders of oil prospecting | 
licenses (ibid., sec, 24), The period of the lease is 21 years, subject to renew- 
al for further periods of. 10 years: (ibid... sec, 28), Lease is subject to rent and 
royalty (ibid., sec. 31)... No person may.eract an oil refinery in the colony. and 
Protectorate of — vithout the sanction of the Governor, (Tbid., sec,. 32. ) 


Yyasaland 


A license is. required for prospecting. This may be obtained from the 
Director of Mines at his. discretion. The license is good for six months and may 
be renewed, (The Mining Ordinance, 1906,. sec, 7). The holder of a prospecting 


_ permit may mark off.a prospecting area (ibid. , sec. 8). If he wishes to prospect 


on private land, he must. enter a dond to assure. the commer against damages (ibid., 
sec, 11). The discovery of precious stones or precious metals must be reported 
(ibid., sec. 12). The original discoverer (one who has proved that ‘his discovery 


o£ precious stones or. ‘precious metals is more than five miles trom any previous 


discovery).is entitled to 16 reward. claims free of ‘license fees, The successful 
prospector (a holder of a prospecting area within a field proclaimed as public) is 
entitled to four claims, The owner is entitled to eight Claims (ibid., secs 18, 
19 and 20). A Miner's Right may be issued by the Director of Mines, authorizing 


the. holder to take up one. claim (only twa Miner's Rights are issued per person). 


In the event - ‘that the Governor decides not to declare a locality a public 


field, he may grant - 3 ne prospector a lease fora ‘maxirmm period of 21 years on 


. such terms. as he may see fit. (The.rent not to” exceed 1 pound per acre nor be. 


less than 1 shilling). Should the. lana be private, the owner gets one-half’ the 
rent (ibid., secs, 24 and 25).° All minerals and precious tones either are or may 


-; be subject to royalties (ibid,,.sec, 28), All forms of mining interests may be 
transferred or assigned (ibid,, sec, 27). The lessee must b to mine within 


six months, must employ a certain number of men, and must ni ie, less contimous-~ 
ly (Rules. Governing Mining Leases (July 1911), sec, 11).° Howevir, the Mining 


~ Rules (No. 92 of 1911, sec, 2) state that every ‘prospecting area and-claim must be 
‘Worked by at least cne European and two natives during at least seven days out of 


every cakendar month. 
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ee : No: ‘Uconise., or deasd shalt’ Bee ‘granted! to any Tarin;: syndicate, of. company 
wich. ‘shall not at. ail times pe. and? ‘rer Abin a British company , registered in, Great. 
Britain or in‘a ‘British: Colony or. Protectorate, and having -its ‘principal place: of. 
business within -His., Majesty's. Domi nigns; the Chairman ‘of the company: and all ‘the: 
remaining directors ‘shall cat all times be British ‘subjects, and ‘the company’ shall, 
not at any time be or “become a ‘corporation directly or indirectly .controlled dy.::- 
foreign nie — ae Ree 1. ation (041) er rae had bath Do of 
110, 2082 2B) ee i tebe reels ats 
Stee a : : ~ eS eee ae Pa ae ts Cs oa Ree a a ery, 
othe. Gold Soast Ashanti. ang. Sierra’ Ieone ae ts Sa ' ae ee 
mhe-1 mining laws relating £0 the Gola: Coast: ‘Colény? Ashanti; ant ye 
Northern: Territories are divisible. into’ tw parts;: ‘those relating’ to- the. Gokd- 
Coast: and the.Ashanti on. the one hand, ana those - relating to the Northern | 
Térritories .on the. other, AS.. regards ‘the Gola: Coast and: the’ Ashanti; : operations: 
are carried on. under what may be described: AS the! Concession: System. ‘The right. ‘to 
mine ;for- minerals is based, in the maih, ugor the: grant or & concession from’ the. 
native. or natives having rights over the land,’ ‘or lands, to’ which the. concessions 
'telate. The Government does not claim any prerogative right. to minerals; but 
controls prospecting and mining, and (in the Gold Coast: only.). helps operations by. 
means of -a system of licenses, In the Northern Territories, on the other, hand, 
the right to: mine or prospect for minerals is based: primarily: upon the. ‘grant of a 
‘State license ‘or option, but’ az rrarigerients with the‘ natives may, and generally. will, 
‘also’ be mécessary, if the State license or. ‘opt joi. overrides individual rights.” 
In the case of mineral oil concessions, the concessigner must be British, whether. 
such concessioner be a person, firm, syndicate, or company (Concessions Ordinance, 
1900 (Go1d Cost) sec; 21). Every concession in respect, ‘to. mineral. ‘law is er 
‘to’ the approval of the Governor, Biss SECs. 21 &) de | P guise yr ei et 
Prospecting may be daeendeed before any concession “has pean obtained, but 
before’ commencing: prospecting ahaha Praha Face License, must be. obtained 
lation to whica he holds a mining. Sion 3 (ibia., , sec, 2, eer sec, 27 (1) Ve the 
license gives no right to obtain minerals got: it is not an exclusive License, ‘it 
is: a bare Ticense, ang as such, presumably — Be | PO ee 


« Roy -alties in the fom of duties in respect. ta profits,’ ‘are 5 hoyabie: to ie 
Government by all concession holders,: Until recently no export duties. were’ ‘levied 
on minerals or precious stones, but by. the Diawoné Export Duty Ordinance, 1919, an 
export duty of. 5: per cent of the value of diamonds , exported. from the Col ony js 
Amposed. “By. this. Misteral Oil Preemption Ordinance,- - 19607, the. Government. is ‘given, 
‘@, vight. of: predmption over all crude oil raised. on.gotten. jn. ‘the’ Colony, : and of > 
all E daaued of. the‘ aco or: — ment. ae oil, . bh a 
= “The: law: “velating: to: prospect: ing and mini ng ‘in the Northern’ Rariiowian ‘at : 
the Gola: Coast. is entirely: different. from. that in existence in the Gold. Coast. and. 
Ashanti’! ‘The: Concession. Syatea | does nov: apply». and prospecting and ‘mining: opera-. 
tions must be carried out.in virtue in a series of licenses'(some of which are 24 
termed options) granted by the Government authorities, which licenses confer upon 
the licensees, subject to various important conditions and reservations, the right 
to prospect or mine for minerals, (The Mineral Rights Ordinance, 1904 (Northern 
Territories) secs, 1 to 37), 
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Application for reconmendation for a prospecting license is.made to the 
Governor of the Gold Coast (ibid., sec. 5), Applicatiion for a prospecting option, 
mining option, or mining license is made to the Chief Commissioner (ibid., SCCE,, 
15, 24, and 33), and for’a dredging license to the Governor (Northern Territories, 
River Ordinance, 1903, Section 5), The Governor may or may not recommend the 
grant of a | prospect ing license as he (in his discretion) thinks fit. 


ene ae License continues in force for six ‘months and may be 
renewed for a like period (ibid., sec. 11). A prospecting option contixiues in 
force for three years (ibid., sec. 12 (2) ). The holder of a prospecting option 
will on application be granted as many mining options in the prescribed form as 
he requires, over as many blocks of land, not exceeding five square miles, or as 
have been defined in the application, sub ject to the prescribed conditions and to 
any conditions with regard to dealing with native chiefs or any native person as! 
the Chief Commissioner may think fit*to impose (ibid., sec. 26). The holder’ of) a 
mining option on application will be granted a mining license if such Chiat’ | 
Commissioner is satisfied that he is in a position to commence actual mining opera- 
tions (ibid., sec. 34). If the. application is refused, the mining option may be 
extended as long as five years, The mining. License may be. for. any time not exceed. 
ing 90 years. (Ibid. , ‘sec, 36 ae ye. 


| It is necessary to. secure 2, Leese. from the Comptroller of Customs in 
order to carry on the business of winning, extracting, smelting, dressing, defining 
or dealing by way of wholesale in metals or metallic (OTeS. ‘(The Nonferrous Metals 
ene Ordinance, 1919, sec, 3, (1) de | - ae . 


The Government has the right of siaieeaht aa or Pa crude oil raised, won, 01 
given in the Colony, and of all products of the refining or treatment of such oil. 
(The Mineral Oil a Ordinance, 1907, Section 23) « 


In order to export ‘Aieenaie from the Colony, it is necessary to register 
such diamonds for export through the: Government agents in London. Diamond exports 
are dutiable. (The Diamond Export Daty Ordinance, 1919, secs, 3, 4, and 5). 


The mining law relating to the Colony and Protectorate of Sierra Leone is 
similar to that in operation in Ashanti. That is to say, tne right to mine for 
minerals is based in the main upon a grant, or concession, from the native or 
natives having right over land to which the concession or concessions relate. It 
should be observed, however, that by the unoccupied lands ordinance (Ascertainment 
of Title Ordinance, 1911), the Government was given power to acquire unoccupied 
lands, as defined in that ordinance in the manner therein provided. All lands be- 
ing so acquired, title tnereto becomes vested in the State, and the Government -may 
grant such lands, or parts thereof, to private persons. All Gove rnment’..grants.. 
under the above mentioned ordinance, are deemed to contain an express reservation 
to the Government of all mines, metals, minerals, precious stones, and. mineral oils 
and.of a right on the part. of the Government to enter on lands conveyed by such 
grant . mining ee: Aieeeptes Lands Ascertainment of Title VERE RENaS 191i, 
Bec, 8). : . 
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Tne following steps should be taken by a person desiring to obtain:a. 
valid concession: (1) Obtain a license to prospect, (2) obtain from the proper -: - 
persons a concession in writing, (3), secure and register such a document in the 
Office of the Registrar General, (4). question natives of such a concession, (5) a 
take steps to obtain the provisional recommendation of the. Governor, and (6) take 
the necessary steps to obtain a certificate of validity. | i 


Nize ria 


The entire property in the control of all minerals and mineral oils in, 
under, or upon the ‘Lands. in Nigeria is vested in the Government . (The Mineral 
Ordinance, satel sec. 3 (1) ). | 


There is no discrimination’ ngeinet al iens, but a license is eiinteel to 
prospect (ibid., secs, 8 and 9) which is normally good for -one year. (‘Ibid., 
sec, 9 (3) ), 


Any ‘person who has, by himself or — a person in his employ, prospected 
the area over which the license is applied for, may be. grantéd,; on application, an 
exclusive prospecting license (ibid; ,- sec. .11(1) ). If required by the officer 
to whom application is made, the anplicant must. produce. evidence to satisfy the | 
officer that he possesses or ‘Commands sufficient: money. to enable him to. éischarge 
all expenses ig payments which may be incurt red by’ him in the cour se of prospecting, 
(Ibid., sec. 6 (2) an : 2 


Before mining may 7 pe ‘commenced, it is necessary to obtain either a mini ng 
right or a mining lease, or the Governor's pemmission to mine; the: teim of the ~ 
grant may not exceed 21 years (ibid., secs. 19 to 28, inclusive). Wherever a. 
lease. or license is granted under the Mineral Oil Ordinance, (1914, in respect of - 
any ‘lands included in the area of a mining lease.,. prospecting lease, or mining - | 
right, the rights of the holder of .a mineral-oil license has preference (ibid., — 
sec, 55 (1) ). It is intended that any mineral oil on or under land included with- 
in the area of a mining lease shall be worked by the. Government. (ibid. , sec, 55 
(2) ). The lessee is obliged to pay royalties (General. Minerals Regulations,” 1916, 
Section 3) and surface mineral rents (ibid., sec. 21 (2) ). He mist commence min- 
ing operations within six months:(ibid., sec. 31 (1) ) and. keep cont inuously em~ 
ployed at it. (Ibid., sec. 31 (2) ). . 


No alien shall acquire any interest or. right in or.over any lands from a 
native except under an instrument which. has received the approval in writing of 
the Governor, (Native Land Acquisition Ordinance, 1917, sec, 3 (a) ). 


The Governor may grant a lease but may not sell Government land without 
the approval of the Colonial — ee Lands vnaieenitiis ‘A9LE, | secs. 3. and 
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4), A leund doe s not confer the right to any mineral or mineral oil —- that is, 
the Government excepts the right to hihi such lands. (Ibid., sec. 21). 


A license or lease: is. necessary. to —s or érill for mineral oils (The 
Mineral Oils Ordinance, 1914, sec. 3). and no lease or license shall be granted. 
except to a British subject or to a seickal da si Company registered in Great Britain or 
in a British Colony, and having its principal piace of business within His Majesty 
Dominions; the chairman of tne. board of Reracieea the managing director, if any, 
and the majority of the other directors must be British subjects. (Ibid., sec. 


6 (2) ). 


In the event ‘that tin ore or metallic tin is exported for smelting in any 
place outside of the United Kingdom or a British possession, an export duty equal 
to 50 per cent of the maximum royalty (7% per cent) is assessed, (General Mines 
ns: Agis, sec, 3 and —, i 


. Uganda : 


| No one is poenenees to prospect or search for minerals in, Uganda. without 
a prospecting license. Such a: license may be issued to any person ("person" 
includes any body of persons, corporate or unincorporate). of European birth or 
descent (General Mining Rules, 1902, sec. 1) upon personal application, and it is 
in force as long.as the fee is paid (Tne Uganda Mining Regulations, 1902, sec. 6). 
The prospector is required to enter a bond for repair cr damages done in prospect- 
' ing on private land (ibid., sec. 8). .The holder of a prospecting license. may 
stake out an exclusive prospecting area (ibid., sec. 10). Should he make a dis- 
covery he must declare it to the Government (ibid., sec. 11). When the Government 
is satisfied of the existence of gold or silver ores or precious stones in payable 
:quantities it may proclaim a mining centre or public field (ibid., secs, 15 and lf 
Then the holder of the prospecting license is entitled to abandon his prospecting 


-. area and take up prospecting claims of such number and size as prescribed in the 


law. The prospecting claim certificate gives him the right to mine (ibid., — 
17). ‘The owner may take. out one claim for each 100 acres (ibid., sec. 32). 

mine on a declared ‘public field a digger's license only is required (ibid., sec. 
20). <Any person has: the right to take out two diggers' licenses on each public 
field (ibid., sec.:21), . Claims may’be transferred (ibid., sec. 23). The by-laws 
for the field are made by. a committee of Cigzers (ibid.,.sec. 25). The owner of 
“any private land included in any public field receives one-half of the fees paid 
‘in respect to such land. (Ibi d, sec. 20). | 


If the minerals in the land have been reserved to the owner he has the 
‘right, ‘upon giving notice to the Government, to prospect without a license (ibid. 
sec, 50); but he, too, must declare discoveries. (Ibid., sec. 311). 


des lard not ‘speciall: exempted may be leased by any licensed person 
‘(General Mining Rules, 1902, sec. 15) for any term not exceeding 21’ years, recov- 
aradle for the same ‘period, (Uganda Mining Regulations, 1902, sec. 45). No roya 
ties, though subject to alteration, are designated for gold, silver, precious 
stones and coal; all other royalties are fixed by the Commissioner of Mines (ibid 
sec, 42), One-half of the rent received by the Government for mining end one-hal: 
_ the royalties, in so far as they do not exceed the rent payable on leases granted 
a private land, are paid to the owner. (Ibid., sec. 435. 
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Southern Rhodesia 
The right. “on — ving and mining for and iets of | all. ints (in- . 
cluding mineral oil) is vested in the British South Africa Co. :All grants made by 
the British South Africa Co. prior to May, 1904, have been confirmed. (Mines and 
Minerals Ordinance, 1903, Sec. 3). (ibid., sec. 6). However, rights cari be 
acquired to all minerals except precious stones and building stone. (Ibid.; ‘sec, 4 


Any person of full age, company or syndicate, when duly mobhaedont ‘ty ‘the 
Administrator may take out a-prospecting license (ibid., sec. 9). If _the applicant 
is an unregistered comoany or syndicate.the full name of all the members, of whom 
there may _ pe more aan sig mus st ke gi ven. 


The. sonal a Dispieni peer en a to peg off: (1) One block of 10 gold 
reef claims; (2) one block of 30 base metal ‘claims; (3) one alluvial claim (other 
than diamond or precious stones (ibid., sec, 11); (4) one coal location; and (5) 
one mineral oil or natural gas lecation (ibid, | SECS. 31 and 105). 


Any: holder of 2, Peri eames “ discovers an ore-bearing vein 
("reef") oi an ancient working must post a notice (ibid., sec. 13) and establish 
the position:of‘his discovery by.a peg marked "D, P.". This confers the exclusive 
privilege of prospecting within: a radius of 1,000 feet for 31 days with extension 
of 90 days if a vein is found (ibid., sec. 14). Any time after placing the D. P. 
peg before the end of the exclusive period the Prospector: must peg off a block and 
post registration notices, (ibics,. secs, 16 and 18). 


The holder of a eee block of elaime ho ~~ only the right to mine 
everything within his block, but also the extralateral right of pursuit of such 
portions of his. discovered vein as. Lactate hace the are of the vertical 
block, (Ibid. , sec, Be} | , 

Within six wisi from iu Gate of aren ee of the block the claim- 
holder must execute at least 30 feet of development work on his block, a further 
30 feet within the next six months, and each succeeding: year he must’ execute 60° 
feet of development (idid., sec, 24), ‘An inspection certificate, “which is abso- 
lutely necéssary to hold the claim, can: ‘not’ be obtained without the en 
of work, (Ibid. , secs, 24, 25, and: 26) « , 


ALL: reshatores mining eke (registered p ‘prior to 1908) are7held in 
joint account with the British South Africa Co, in the proportion of seven-tenths 
by the registered holder and three-tenths hy the’ British South Africa Co. (ibid. : 
sec, 40), However, the holder of any claim reg*stered since Jan. 1, 1908, pays oe 
royalties on gold on a sliding scale (Mines and Minerals Ordinance, Amendment “: “' 
Irdinance, 1907, secs, 11 and 12) varying from 2 1/2 per cent to 7 ‘1/2 per cent 
(ibid., sec, 13) while all other minerals require the payment of a 2 or 3 per cent 
royalty (ibid. , secs, 18 and 19), — ing upon the mineral. | 
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A claimholder may secure the  eithaetty to. mill hig gold ore, ° He, however, 
is not permitted to ‘work more . taan. LO ‘elginis, ror ‘to Operate more than on stamps 
(or equivalent), nor ae ae more than ‘750 tons a. month, | (Mines: and Minerals. 
Ordinance, Neat sec, ; . a: 7 


| Where a mining location ig situated on “pedvate ‘Tand; ia owner is entitled 
to one-half of the claim licenses that accrue to. the es South Africa fo. 
wend sec, 49), 

| Mining se a depth of less than 250 feet. ig prohibited under - ue lands 
(towns, roads, playgrounds, etc.). (Ibid., secs. 88 - 91). : 

Any holder of a mining location may ‘obtain | a ected er en ae 

Gertificate which confers upon the holder. an indefeasible title ” adi RuEFare and 
mining rights. —— secs, 57 and 5B). 5 Be , 


The discoverer of indications of nisi may obtain a.coal-prospecting area 
not exceeding 150 métgens in extent which must be beaconed (ibid., secs, 100°'- 102 
Then by filing .a declaration that beacons’ have been erected, the prospector. hag t 3 
exclusive right to prospect for‘one year (ibid. , secs, 103 and 104). Upon the: 
discovery of coal the holder has the right to peg off a coal location, the extent” 
of “ depends upon the amount ‘spent in ‘prospecting. . (Ibid., secs. 105 ~ - 108). 


‘fhe selection of coal Lécation protects the prospector until he gate the 
full protection of certificate or registration (ibid., secs. 109 - 110). . The 
royalty payable is determined by the amount of merchantable coal raised (iota. ; 
sec, III). No. extralateral rights exist for coal. | (Ibid, sec. 124). | 


The holder of a , prospecting license may peg off a mining Location for 
Copper, bismuth, cobalt, mercury, - molybdenum, nickel, thorium and allied -gub stance 
tin, tungsten, scheelite , uranium, Vanadiun, mineral oils, natural gas, salts,. : 
aluminum*and its compounds’ asbestos’, antimony’, barium strontium, chrome, graphit 
gypsum* magnesite’ manganese* inica* zinc* iron® lead® (Mines and Minerals Ordinan 
Amendment Ordinance, 1907, sec. 17, and Mines and Minerals Ordinance, 1903, see, 
117), . Upon this location. ‘he has: the - exclusive right to prospect for a: period. of - 
31 days within an area with a radius of 8,000 feet from ‘the discovery point. (ibid., 
secs, 118 and 119). Pegging out a location requires registration, - The location 
must not exceed 30 reef (vein) claims of 90,000 square feet each (ibid., sec. 118). 
No extralateral rights exist for the se minerals, As soon as working at a profit 
begins, a monthly payment of 5 povnds must be made to the British South Africa Co. 
if the registration antedates 1908, otherwise a royalty of 2 per cent on the gross. 
value is paid on those minerals marked with an asterisk in the foregoing list and . 
3 per cent on those not so marked:: (Tbid,, sec. 125; and Mines and Minerals 
— Amendment. Ordinance, 1907, sec. 18). | 


Mineral Oils and Natural Gas:- The holder of a ee tine may 
prospect for mineral oils or natural gas upon any land open to prospecting, He 
must post prospecting notice of his intention. This gives him the right of pros- 
pecting over an area with a radius of 1 mile. After 31 days the Secretary of Mines 
reserves for him an area of 1 square mile upon which he has exclusive prospecting 
rights for six months, This period may be extended upon proof of bona fide opera- 
tion. In the discovery of oil or gas the prospector has the right to peg off six 
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contiguous blocks of claims of ‘the same.size as claims for copper and under obli- 
gations similar to those ais ue cal _ (lining Law Amendment Ordinance, 
1914, No. 20, 1914, sec, 45). a | | Ye 


A pennit from the British South Africa Co. is necessary to prospect or dig 
for precious stones in alluvial deposits, (Precious Stones.Mining and Trade | 
Ordinance, 1906, No. 17, 1906, sec. 6). The digger must register his claim within 
31 days ang pay a monthly rental eee ; SEC, 7). If necessary, private land may 
be expropriated. ie sec, 12). | _ | 


In’ 1892 the British South Africa Co. inka LO clin De ‘Beers Consolidated 
Mines, Ltd, the’ exclusive license to work all the diamondiferous ground of the 
Company. ° On payment of £25,000 compensation to the discoverer, the De Beers” 
Consolidated Mines has the right. ta: ‘expropriate any "pipe" discovered. | 


Significant statement upon the effect of the law:~ "The ‘efforts of the 
individual ‘prospector have.in recent. years not resulted.in discoveries of any 
importance, and, unless some other means of prospecting can be encouraged, gradual 
diminution of prospecting is inevitable, It is therefore to be hoped, in the 
interest of the country, that some system may. be devised at an’ early date, under 
which companies or individuals, who:are prepared to incur considerable capital 
expenditure in intensive and scientific prospecting, can be protected during the ™ 
‘prospecting stage with the assurence that if: their. operations lead to the dis- 
covery of valuable minerals they willbe able to acquire mining rights in these 
minerals." C, D.. Fleming,’ Acting Sec'y, Department of Mines and Public Works, | 
Report of Mines for the year 1926, p. 2, Salisbury, ace ined 1927, | 


nontee rn Rhodesia 


| ‘In. principle the mining ey of. Northern Rhodesia ‘are similar to ‘those of 
an Rhodesia, . The: right to search and mine for all. minerals. and mineral oils 
is vested in the British South. Africa-Co, .{The Mining Proclamation, 1912, | 
Preamble), | 4 — 


To prospect, a license is required, and it must be registered with the 
Goverment (ibid., sec, 6). The registered prospecting license gives the right to 
prospect for such minerals as specified upon any land of the British. South Africa 
Co. open to prospecting and upon any private land out side the location on payment 
to the ‘owner at a rate fix8d by tariff (ibid., sec. 7 (2) ). Upon discovery, the 
prospector posts a discovery. notice which gives. him the -exclusive rights for 31 
days, and if a ‘vein is discovered within that. period he is allowed 90 days there- 
after. For precious: metals the prospecting area is described by a radius ‘of 1,000 
feet from the discovery point; for-base netals the area, is 3,000 feet. (The Mining 
5 ceahanacnie, iiaigareor tite ane sec. 3), | say Se 


: The prospector should peg out his. mining lpcatiga. ‘and. register ‘it within 
the 31 days granted by his license, but may in. the. discretion of the Administrator 
be allowed up to 93 aay (Ibid., sec, 4). 
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The size of a mixing’ location varies according to the nature of the 
occurrence, For precious metals’ in a reef deposit, it is a block of 10 contiguous 
claims, each 100 by 600 feet; for alluvial deposits of precious.metals it is 200 
feet square; for base metals it comprises 30 contiguous claims, each of 90,000 
square feet; for coal 100 to 200 acres may bis taken on the basis of 1 acre for 
every bl expended in Senepoen ae | , ; 


Coal:- The holder of a snboiaiine : license is a eee to ‘eoply for a 
"coal prospecting area" not exceeding 300 acres (The Mining Proclamation, 1912, 
sec. 19 (1) ). A "coal certificate" issued by the Government gives exclusive 
prospecting rights for one year (idid., sec:19 (2) ). Upon the actual discovery 
of coal the prospector may peg off a definite coal:location - not to exceed 300. . 
acres - which when properly beaconed may be. registered (ibid. , secs, 19 and 16). 
Failure to register within six-.months after the selection of. the ‘location results 
in forfeiture. (Ibid. , Secs. 19 ae 1D. 


| The holder of a mining : Location imist aie os at. least. 30. feet of develop- 
ment work within four months, and at: least:.60: feet a year afterwards, except in- 
the case of alluvial and coal locations, for. which ‘he must obtain inspection. 
certificates. Extra development Work done on one mining location may be regarded 
as having been done on any other gland Location alec the same ner 


The holder of a vite eduieg: ‘canabio who — obtained. all inspectior 
certificates necessary and has paid all rents and royalties due, may apply for.a 
Special Registration Certificate (ibid. ,. sec, 27), This certificate confers upon 
its holder an‘indefeasible title: to all the surface and mining rights appertaining 
to such locations. (Ibid., sec. 8). 


The British South Africa Co. reserves the right to subscribe one-third of 
the working capital at par, or upon such terms as may.be: given to other subscribe: 
or it may commute its one-third share upon’ a, basis of 33 1/3 per cent of the. _ 
balance of the total under interest remaining after the cost: or all bona fide 
development work has been deducted. 


‘South West Africa 


South West Africa is a "6" mandate exercised on behalf of the Union of | 
South Africa. Mining is regulated generally ty the German Imperial Mining 
Ordinance, 1905, as amended by Proclamation No. 24 of 1919. . There is no legisla- 
tive of administrative discrimination against nationals of the United States. | 
Indeed, it is the intention of the ‘ordinance that, subject. to certain reasonable 
and necessary restrictions in the interest of the public and private landowners, 
the whole country shall be freely open. to: prospecting and mining. This idea has 
been furthered by the cancellation, in 1920, of all then existing mining con— 
cessions (Concessions Proclamation and Mining Law Amendment Proclamation, 1920), 
except the diamondiferous area which had been at out by the German Administra- 
tion; this remains closed to al lak rl : 
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Prospecting is permitted to any white person of the ages of 18 years or 
upwards who is in possession of a prospecting license. The prospector may peg 
out a claim, and on so doing must notify the mining authority. Mining can not be 
carried on until the prospecting claim is converted into a mining area, but this 
can be done even without previous discovery, This conversion must be recorded 
and the record bestows upon the holder the exclusive right to mine for precious 


and base metals. The size of a precious metals claim is about 20 acres and of a 
base metals claim about 180 acres. 


The mining law in force in the territory is the Imperial Mining Ordinance, 
1905 (German), as amended by proclamations No. 24 of 1919, No. 12 of 1920, No. 59 
of 1920, No. 29 of 1921, No. 11 of 1923, No. 15 of 1925, and No. 10 of 1926, 


| 
Mining must be commenced within two years and must be continued without 
interruption. There is both a claim tax and output royalty, and in certain parts 
of the territory certain specified sums of money must be expended as a proof of 
the occupation of a certain number of men. The landowner receives one-quarter of 
| the output royalty. The prospector or miner is required to compensate the owner 
for damages to and interrupted use of the land. 


* * ek Kk OK 
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